
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 
Initial Learning at Home 

 

Reading 
 
Encourage your child to read for at least 30 minutes a day independently to themselves and aloud to an adult, 
hearing your child read is a great opportunity to ask questions about what they’re reading – a short story, a 
comic, a graphic novel, a newspaper (such as First News) or child-friendly internet blogs and websites all 
count towards their daily texts.   All of these can make a difference to their vocabulary, understanding and 
comprehension skills. Reading aloud is a great way to develop fluency and to practise using the punctuation 
and language to aid expression.  Listening to an audio story can also be enjoyable for Year 5 children, many 
are available for free on the audible kid’s website online.  
 
Try to ask your child questions afterwards about what they have read as this would really help them practise 
their comprehension skills, including asking them to explain their thoughts, ideas and opinions on characters, 
plots, settings etc.  
 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ is also a good place to access free e-books that are aimed at audiences up to 
age 11. You will need to create a free log in on the website then enter the e-book library through the tab. 
 
At the bottom of this sheet, there is a comprehension text about Marcus 
Rashford and accompanying questions for your child to answer. If they need 
to, they can complete their word aware strategies first to identify unknown 
words and create a glossary. Please ensure they colour code their answers 
to the evidence in the text if you can print the page and that they are 
answering the questions using a full question stem.  The answers have also 
been provided so you and your child can mark their learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing  
 
Encourage your child to write as much as they can. Can they create a daily in depth book review on what 
they are reading each day, perhaps they could create a new chapter of their book, a newspaper article about 
the recent Government announcement, a real or imaginary recipe etc.? 
 
Can they keep a daily diary of their isolation experience? How they’re feeling, what they’re eating, how they’re 
keeping up to date with their learning etc.  
 
If there is something that particularly inspires your child, then this could become a stimulus for writing. For 
example, if they love reading ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ or ‘Tom Gates’ or are especially engrossed in a particular 
film, they could have a go at writing their own version, writing an additional chapter for the book or rewriting 
a key event. They can plan this by story mapping their ideas first, creating a story board of key events and 
then by drafting, editing for punctuation, spellings and vocabulary then publishing in neat. Other ideas could 
include: a sport/match report, a film or book review, writing a song or a poem.  
 
Any writing should be checked, edited if needed and well presented. 
 
 
  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


Mathematics  
         
Please ensure that your child keeps practising times tables facts up to 12 x 12 (multiplication and division) 
and other number facts to help make their calculations efficient and accurate.  
 
The linked website has an abundance of free games that your child can play to practise their times tables. 
Free Multiplication Math Games | Multiplication.com 
 
To support their mental maths knowledge: 

• Daily 10 – an interactive website to support children’s fluency in the four operations.  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10 
• Hit the button – an interactive website to support children’s multiplication and division facts. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 
Spend some time on addition and subtraction calculation practice (daily ideally) 
They should practise addition and subtraction using the compact column method (including 3, 4 and 5 digit 
numbers).  They can start by calculating with 2 numbers that have the same number of digits, and then vary 
it by adding or subtracting a number that has fewer digits. E.g. 4567 – 734, 1645 – 892, 3482+ 587, 9381 + 
585. If children are secure with this, they can extend the number of digits, and for addition, increase the 
amount of numbers they are adding to 3. You could also complete calculations using decimals such as in the 
context of money and length. (E.g. £45.67 + £3.98) 
 
Please ensure your child checks their calculation using the inverse method.  
The, please check their answers and ask your child to reflect if any answers are incorrect.  
Can they work out why or where they went wrong if they were incorrect? 
 
Also they could practise multiplication and division facts in the context of factors. A factor is a whole 
number that is divisible by another whole number. For example the factors of 24 are 1, 24, 2, 12, 3, 8, 4 and 
6. They are often recorded in pairs linked to multiplication facts (1 x 24, 2 x 12, 3 x 8 and 4 x 6). Chose 
different 2 digit even numbers and see how many factor pairs can be found. 
 
At the bottom of this sheet, a Year 5 arithmetic test has been included for your child to work through. There 
are 4 pages so you could work through them all in one go or complete a page at a time. Use the provided 
answers to mark their learning and encourage your child to reflect on their errors independently to see if they 
can figure out where they went wrong.  
 
 
Spelling and Grammar 
 
Encourage your child to practise their spellings at home. The OxfordOwl website 
(https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-spelling/spelling-year-5-age-9-10/) offers some good starting 
points to what would normally be taught in school within the classroom. On the OxfordOwl webpage, there 
are links to games and spelling wordlists aimed at Year 5/6 children. A good place to start is prefixes and 
suffixes, and silent letters and homophones, which includes some example words to practise.  
 
Children are also encouraged to practise the Year 3 / 4 spelling words and the Year 5 / 6 spelling words 
(which can both be found online) by putting them into complex sentences with a subordinate conjunction and 
subordinate clause, or sentences with a relative pronoun and relative clause and sentences with a fronted 
preposition, time or manner adverbial.  
 
At the bottom of this sheet, there is a grammar activity where your child can practise identifying subordinate 
conjunctions and clauses and practise punctuating a complex sentence correctly. The answers are also 
provided so you and your child can mark their learning.  
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Theme 
 
Any additional research that your child can do about any of our theme units; Ancient Greeks, the Solar System 
or get prepared for our upcoming theme - British Monarchs - would be great. They can be as creative as 
possible and display this information in as many different ways as they can i.e. a drawing, painting, model, 
stop go animation, PowerPoint, poster etc.  
 
Can they create a clay, playdough or plaster of paris sculpture? Can your child papier mache a key object 
that is relevant to the subject they are researching and then write a short description of their object as if it 
were being displayed in a museum? If these resources aren’t available, children could still create a museum-
style display by creating detailed drawings of individual items and writing short descriptions of each drawing.  
 
Or you could try this extra Theme learning project for the week….  
 

…Create an ‘Eatwell’ plate!  
   

How to do it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ‘Eatwell’ guide helps everyone get a balance of healthier and more sustainable food and can aid the 
understanding of the different food groups to help people make the right decisions when eating and 
drinking. The plate is available on the NHS website.  
This activity is all about using the ‘plate’ format to create a healthy plate of food. Children can then write 
about each food; describe the food group it is in and why it will aid healthy eating. 
  
Completing the activity: 

 Research the different food groups with the foods that belong in each one. 

 Use the ‘plate’ format to understand the proportions of food needed in each food group. 

 Draw around a real plate on white paper to give an outline of a plate or use a paper plate to create 
the plate. 

 Draw or write the foods needed for one meal that would give a balanced diet (this might need to 
be the main meal). 

 Write a piece to go with the plate about why the foods have been chosen, their food group and 
how this makes a delicious, balanced meal.  

 
Challenge! 

Can you plan and cook a healthy balanced meal for you and your family?  
If you do, make sure you take a photo and send it to us! 
 

Key questions:  

 What are the food groups and what foods belong in each group? 

 How can the plate be created to the best effect to make a balanced meal and why? 
  

Useful websites and resources: 

www.nhs.uk  

 
 
 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



  



 

  



 

  



 

 
  



 


