
 

Year 2 NEWSLETTER 
Autumn Term 2021 

 

                                  Welcome to the first term in Year 2 
 
 
 

 
 

Our term starts with learning all about the continents and oceans of the world. We will learn what 
human and physical features are and compare these in Kenya and the UK (around Portsmouth).  
Towards the end of the first half term, we will be investigating places we find special. We are 

excited about going on a virtual tour of our local church, to find out why it is a special place for Christians.  
We are also taking a trip back in time and finding out about the Great Fire of London. We will look at sources of 
evidence to decide if it could have been prevented or not.  
 
 

These are key learning objectives we will be covering in English and Mathematics 
 

In reading we will be learning to: 
 make predictions about characters and story events based on what we have read 
 re-read paragraphs, pages and books in order to become more fluent readers 

 
In writing we will be learning to: 

 write sentences that include conjunctions (and/ because) and question marks 
 know what verbs, nouns and adjectives are and how to use verbs in the present or past tense 

 
In mathematics we will be learning to: 

 understand the value of each digit in a two-digit number (e.g. 34 is 3 tens and 4 ones) 
 use mental recall of addition and subtraction facts up to 20 (e.g. 3 + 5 = 8, 9 – 3 = 6) 

 

 
Helping Your Child at Home 

 

Reading    
It would really help if you could read with your child regularly, ask questions about what the characters do and 
why, and ask them to predict what might happen next. Encourage your child to suggest alternative endings to 
stories and how the author has made them feel about the characters and their actions. Maybe search for books 
and information about Africa, special places and the Great Fire of London.  
Writing and Spelling 
In Year 2, we aim to write and spell our ‘Walter’s Words’ accurately. We will provide a list of these to practise over 
the half term. We would ask that you encourage your child to practise these at home weekly - the children will 
have weekly check-ups to assess progress in school. Perhaps you and your child could write a story together.  
For any writing your child does at home, please remind them to use capital letters, finger spaces and end stops ( . 
? or !)  
Mathematics          
During Year 2, children should learn and be able to recall pairs of numbers that make each of the numbers up to 
and including twenty (e.g. 7 + 6 = 13, 8 + 5 = 13, 9 + 4 = 13 etc.) and it would be very helpful if you could practise 
these ‘little and often’.  You could play number bond bingo, snap with the number pairs to 20 or even online maths 
games.  
 

 
Dates of Special Events 

in Year 2 
 

In October, look out for a 
postcard from Africa arriving at 
home! 

 
Nearer Christmas, will be 
creating a Christmas stocking 
to bring home. 
 

 

Year 2 Message Board 
 

Our outdoor PE day is Thursday and our indoor PE day is Wednesday. Please 
ensure that your child comes into school on these days wearing a suitable PE 
kit. Long hair must be tied up and earrings removed or tape provided for PE 
sessions. 
 

Please make sure your child’s name is inside their coat, jumper and t-shirt as 
these often go missing! Please also ensure that your child has a water bottle in 
the classroom every day as we are unable to give out cups. 
 

Home Learning information will be emailed. 

 

Many thanks for your support,  
Year 2 Team 

Our themes this term are: 
‘It’s Time for Africa’ and ‘Sparks and Flames’ 


