


River Clyde Comprehension Questions

1. Where is the source of the River Clyde?
2. Why do you think Smeaton, Golborne and Telford wanted bigger ships to be able to sail along the River Clyde?
3. What do Glaswegians refer to the Clyde Arc as? Why?
4. Find and copy 3 facts about the Clyde Tunnel.
5. Which date did Queen Elizabeth launch the QE2?
6. Why do you think there are so many bridges crossing the River Clyde?
7. What is ‘The Waverley’? 
8. Why was the River Clyde targeted during the Blitz?
9. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why do you think the author has used an exclamation mark in the last fact box?
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James Smeaton, John Golborne and Thomas Telford are
responsible for the Clyde being as deep as it is today. They
worked to make the river deeper, which meant that bigger ships
could sail along it and o

dock in Glasgow.
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In Glasgow, there are 21 bridges crossing over the River Clyde.
Some of these bridges are for road traffic, others for trains, and
some for people who want to cross the river on foot.
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One of the most easily recognisable Clyde River bridges is the
Clyde Arc (although Glaswegians call it the Squinty Bridge
because of its shape!) This bridge opened in 2006.
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The River Clyde is 109 miles long!
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The River Clyde starts at Lowther Hills in South Lanarkshire.
Where a river starts is called the ‘source’. Where a river ends
is called the ‘mouth’, and the River Clyde ends at the Firth of

Clyde.
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The Clyde Tunnel allows cars to drive under the river. The
tunnel is 762 metres long. The tunnel is around 6.5m below
the surface of the River Clyde. It took 7 years to build the Clyde
Tunnel.
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The River Clyde played an important part in shipbuilding
in Scotland. John Brown Shipyard, which is in Clydebank,
built the Queen Elizabeth II ship. The QE2 was launched by
Queen Elizabeth herself,

in Clydebank, on 20th

September, 1967.
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The Waverley was built on the Clyde. The Waverley is the last
seagoing paddle-steamer in the world. Tourists can travel around
Scotland on the Waverley, setting sail from the Science Centre
in Glasgow, and travelling
all over Scotland. There
is even a 'Pirates and
Princess Procession’ on
the Waverley, complete
with a treasure hunt and
best costume prize!
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Areas of the River Clyde were heavily bombed during World War
1I because of how important these areas were to shipbuilding.
During the Clydebank Blitz, which was two nights of extremely
heavy bombing, more
than 1,000 people were
killed and 16,000 houses
destroyed.
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