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Characters’ Points of View

UNIT
Understanding the text
Leaving London 1 Who are the main characters in the story?
Carrie, 12, and her younger brother Nick, 9, are being evacuated from London 2 What is the setting?

during the Second World War. They are on a train with their schoolteacher.

Miss Fozackerly. going to Wales. 3 Where are thiey moving to?

He threw up all over Miss Fazackerly's skirt. He had been feeling sick ever since " 4 Why has Nick been sick? ‘
they left the main junction and climbed into the joggling. jolting lttle train for R ‘
the last lap of their journey. but the sudden whistle hod finished him 5 Where are they moving from?

Such @ noiee - it scemed <o splt the sky open. -Enough to fighten the dead.”
iss Fozackery said, mopping her skirt and Nick's face with her handkerchief He
Ly bk lmp 4 @ rig ane let her do 1, he way he always let people 4o things for B 5hiiat aniguice))
im, not fting a finger. ‘Poor amb." Miss Fazackerly said. but Carrie looked stern. jioklng atlangusge

T all his own fault. He's been stuffing his face ever since we left
London. - He had had all her chocolate, tool 1 knew he'd be sick” she
soid smugiy. E

“Might bive warned me then. mightn't you?” Miss Fazackerly said. Not a finished him made him feel better  made him feel worse
unkindly, she was one of the kindest teachers n the school, but Carrie wanted Iy s helptis e
to.cry suddenty. If she had been Nick she would hove cred. or ot least put on o s S el
ot foce. Baing Carte she stared érosdly aut of the canuge window at the ¢ look on the bright side  be pessimistic be optimistic
big mountain on the far side of the valley. It wos brown and purple on the top
and green lower down: streaked with siver tickles of water and dotted with
sheep. Sheep and mountains 7 Explain what these words mean s they are used in the story.

“Oh, itll be such fun.”their mother had said when she kissed them good-bye e dictiom ;r ooy °|"’s y ory-
at the station. “Ling in the country instead of the stufy old city. Youl ove 1. ¥ to help you.

Jou see i you don't As f Hitler had arranged this old war for their benefit, just
$o thot Catre and Nick could be sent away n a train with gos masks slung astem  bsmugly sty dbenefit e slung
Gver thei shoulders and their names on cards round their neck. Labeled like

parcels - Caroline Wendy Willow ond Nicholas Peter Willow - only with no

Gdress o be sent to. None of them.

not even the teachers, knew where

they were going, That's port of the
adventure. Corries mother had

i and ot just to cheer them up:
itwas her nature to look on the

bright side.

Thinking of her mother. always making
the best of things (o pretending to: when
the train began to move she ho stopped
smiling), Carie necrly did cry. There wos o
ump bke a pilstuck i her throat. She.
swollowied hard and pulled foces

6 Choose the correct definition for each of these phrases.

ploring the characters

8 We are told Miss Fazackerly is *kind'. What kind things did she do?
9 What impression do you get of:
a Carrie? b Nick?

10 How do you know that the children's mother is only pretending to make the .
best of things?

e train wos slowin. Here we are.’ 11 Why do you think the children are being sent away from home? y o
Miss Fazackerly said. ‘Collect your
things, don't leave anything. Take
Conte's War Nina Bawden
12 1f you were Nick or Carrie would you think this was an adventure @

or would you be homesick? Give your reasons.




