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Exploring Journalistic Writing

Marathon Marvel Hangs up
Her Running Shoes

In April 2003, Pauia Radife set the
world record of 2 hours, 15 minutes and
25 seconds or he London Marathon
Tuwelve years ate, she ran her last
London Marathon. At 41 years of age,
it was time to hang up her running
Shoes as far as competiive racing
was concerned. She completed the
26.2-mile race in 2 hours, 3 minutes
and 55 seconds and received the
ace’s Lifetime Achievement Award.

Born n 1873, in Cheshire, England,
Paula sufered fom asthma and
anaemia as a child Desite his, she
took up running at he age of seven
and ained the Frodsham Atletic Clud
When she was 12, her famiy moved to
Bodfordshire and she joned the Becford
Afhitic G At the Workd Gross Country
Ghampionships n 1992, she camo fis.

Over her llstrious career Paula has

won the London Marathon three

times, in 2002, 2003 and 2005;

the New York Marathon in 2004, 2007
and 2008: and the Chicago Marathon in
2002. She has also been victorious over
5,000 and 10,000 metre distances and
Grooo Gountry raceo.

Due to her many achievements,
the British public took Paula to their
Nearts and voted e the BBC Sports
Personality of the Year in 2003. Radciffe
has atiracted a legion of fans. Kim
Thomas, who has seen every London
Marathon and travelled all over the
world to watch Paule run said, ‘Ghe is
truly amazing. It takes such strength
and determination to compete as she
does. | think long-distance running must
be the hardest sport there is.

Early on in her career, Paula outlined
he atitute t her sport. ' m not looking
to make aliving out of it Obviously its
nice that there's a bit of money coming
in but that's not my goal. | just want to
do my best and stil enjoy it | want to
keep on enjoying i, keep on improving,
get as much out of it as | can and put as.
muoh baok ac | oan’

‘The Daily Express recognised that
‘she deserves her place as one of the
world's greats of athletics' and the Daily
Mail claimed she is ‘Britain's greatest
ever woman alhlete: Few would say
they were wrong.

Tom Phillps
Sports Correspondent

Understanding the text

1 Whatis the article about?

2 How long did it take for Paula to run the London Marathon:
a in2003?
b twelve yeors loter?

3 Where was Paula born?
4 What did she suffer from as a child?

5 How many times did she win:
a the London Marathon?
< the Chicago Marathon?

Looking at language

6 The article tells us that the British people ‘took Paula to their hearts'.
Explain in your own words how people felt about her.

b the New York Marathon? |

7 Explain the meaning of these words a3 they are sed in the article.
Use a dictionary to help you.

< victorious
§ outlined

b illustrious
e determination

a anaemia
d legion

Exploring the article

8 Find evidence in the article that suggests Paula will not stop running entirely.
9 How do you know that Kim Thomas is a keen fan of the sport?
10 Do you think it s a good headline? Why? Why not?

11 There are six paragraphs in the article. Brietly summarise what each one
is about. .

12 Give an example from the article of:
a afact. b an opinion. s ot

13 Explain in your own words Paula's attitude to her sport.

14 you ot kRt ot esions vy QI




