
The Alchemist   

Lesson 1a – Improving our vocabulary.  

 
What does the word ‘alchemist’ mean? Use the word card below to help you to understand the 
meaning of the word.  
Parent note: you can either print the word card or your child can use a ruler to draw the word card 
into their ‘Learning at Home’ books. 
 
Word card: 
 

Write the definition: 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the word correctly in a 

sentence: 

Give an example,  

or write more details: 

                                Draw a picture: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

alchemist  



Lesson 1b - Responding to the text.  

 
Look carefully at the image… 
 
What do you notice? 
 
Consider what is unusual about the content of each bottle. Discuss with another person what you 
see in the jars.  
Collect words and phrases to describe the different settings (a setting is a place) in each bottle.  

Remember to use expanded noun phrases to describe. You may even want to use a thesaurus to 

improve your word choices – Miss Roe and Miss Thornton know you are becoming experts at 

improving word choices.  

 

Parent note: Below is an example of the words and phrases your child may think of… 

 



Lesson 2 – Text Marking. 

Read Aloud, Think Aloud. 

 

Read and enjoy the extract from George's Marvellous Medicine. Complete a ‘read aloud, think 
aloud’, marking and highlighting key features of the text.  
 
Parent note: If you don’t have access to a printer, make a list in your ‘learning at home’ book.  
 
Capital letters for ingredients and repetition have already been highlighted as examples. 
 
Look out for: 
•verb choices e.g. scooped 

•adjectives (describing words) 

•similes (saying something is like something else) 

•nouns (objects) 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 3 - Build Descriptive Vocabulary. 

Create your own dream place in a jar. This could be somewhere you have visited or somewhere 
you would like to visit. It may even be a make believe place! You need to draw the place using as 
much detail as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Once you have created your dream place, complete the table with words that you could use in your 

writing.  

 

Parent note: This is an example of what your child’s learning could look like. Encourage them to 

use interesting word choices to include in their description.  

 

 

 



Lesson 4 –  Write sentences using prepositions. 

Using the picture or jar you created -talk about the setting.   
 
What does it look like? 
 
Write sentences using prepositions to show where something is. 
 
The crystal blue sky stretched high above the mountain tops. 
 
The small, white flowers clung precariously to the sheer rocky faces. 

 

Top tip: Underline the propositions that you have used in your sentences in a green pencil. Use the 

prepositions word mat below to help you.  

 
Parent note: Prepositions are linking words in a sentence that tell us where something is and/or 
when something is happening. 
 

Prepositions Word Mat 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lesson 5 –Writing Challenges! 
 
Using what you have learnt so far, choose from one of the following two challenges: 
 

1) Re-read the extract from George’s Marvellous Medicine. Enjoy and discuss, taking note of 
what he puts in the saucepan. Next, order the things you would need to create your own 
dream place in a dream jar. Then, write a set of instructions explaining how to create this 
dream place. 
 

2) Draw and label the created dream jar using the template. Explain, using descriptive language 
and prepositions, what is in your dream jar. Feel free to actually make it and photograph!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Writing Help Desk 

 

Remember to check that your sentences make sense. Do not leave your proof reading to the end - 

regularly check your writing as you go along.  

Don’t forget to include: 

 Fronted adverbials (underline in a grey writing pencil) 

 

 Subordinating conjunctions (underline in light blue pencil and circle the comma) 

 

You may wish to use the help cards at the end of the document to support your writing. 

 Expanded Noun phrases  (underline in pink pencil) 

 

 Prepositions  (underline in green pencil)  

 

 A range of punctuation to punctate your sentences  (circle in green pencil) 

 

 Apostrophe for possession (circle in green pencil)  

 

Parent note: If your child has chosen to present their writing on the computer, then they need to 

highlight or change the colour of the font to the suggested colours above. Instead of circling the 

punctuation they can highlight/change the colour of the font instead.  

 

Conjunction Help Card: 


