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Have you ever painted a picture of someone? Do you think it looked
like the person you were trying to paint? What did they think of it?

“What’s THAT, dear?”
asked the new teacher.

“I¢s Mummy, T replicd.

“But Mums aren't green and orangel
You really haver’t TRIED.

You don't just paint in SPLODGES —

You're old enough to know |
You need to THINK before you work...
Now — have another go. |

She helped me draw two arms and legs,
A face with sickly smile,

A rounded body, dark brown hair,

A hat—and, in a while,

She stood back (with her face bright pink):
“That’s SO much better — don't you think?”

But she turned pale
When, at ten to three,

An orange-green blob
Collected me.

“Hi, Mum!”

Who wrote this poem?

Why does the teacher want to change the first picture?

Write down two words from the poem that rhyme.

How does the author make important words stand out?
Explain how this affects the way you read the poem out loud.

How do you think the teacher felt when the child’s
mum came to school? Explain your answer.

Do you like this poem? Give a reason why or why not.
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Understanding the text

1 Who is Mark writing to?
2 What s he writing about?

3 Where does Mark live?

4 Where does the Adventurer live?

5 How do you know that Ms Franks is the author of The Adventurer?

Looking at language

6 What does Mark mean when he asks ‘did you just moke it up'?
7 What phrase tells you that Tom hasn't emailed Mark for a long time?

8 Exploin these words as they are used in the letter and email.
Use a dictionary to help you.

a enjoyed b evil ¢ spooky

9 Write these ‘words' from the text message in full.

aHy bu cred dg8 ec

Exploring letters, emails and text messages

10 Mark writes about The Adventurer. Did he like the book? How can you tell?
1 The letter is in six paragraphs. Summarise what each paragraph is about.

12 Mark is writing to three people. Which of these does he know? How can
you tell?

13 What are the differences between the three pieces of writing?

Think about:
a the language.

b the way the writing is set out.
¢ the spelling.

»
Taking further
14 Who do you write to?

15 Which method do you use?
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Dear Ms Franks,

1 have just finished reading your book, The Adventurer, and | am writing
totell you how much | enjoyed it

I'have read all of your books and | was given The Adventurer for my
birthday. | couldn't put it down until | had finished it!

The Adventurer was a really frightening character at first, but then
Irealised he only frightened people who were evil and horrible.

1would love to be Sam and have all those amazing adventures
with the Adventurer.

The way you describe the Adventurer's Castle Chaos is brilliant.
Isitlike a castle you'e seen in reallife or did you just make it up?

1 do hope you will write some more Adventurer books. Are you
going to? Are you writing one now? When will it be finished?
I can't wat to read it.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Wood

(o
| Mum says s
Ik

=

vfor tea,
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