
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Roman Text 1   
Understanding the text 

 
1.) Who was the god of the sea? 
2.) Name three things that a Roman soldier used to protect himself. 
3.) How far could the Roman army march in a day? 
4.) Who was the most famous Roman leader? 
5.) Why were roads important for the Romans? 
6.) How did Romans make sure that their roads didn’t flood? 

 
Looking at language 
 

7.) Explain the meaning of these words and phrases as they are used in the text. 
Use a dictionary to help you. 
a)  arena  b) temples c) conquer d) catapult e) frontier  f) persecute 

 

Exploring information writing 
 

8.) Give three examples of sub-headings. 
9.) Why do you think the gods Jupiter, Juno and Minerva have their own fact boxes with big red 

lettering for their names? 
10.) What do you notice about the titles of the green fact boxes? 

 
 

Taking it further 
 

11.) Would you like to have been in the Roman army? Explain why. 
 
 



Roman Text 2 

 
 
 
 



Roman Text 2 – Scary Schools  
 

Understanding the text 
 

1) Which Roman children didn’t go to school? 
2) What language did Roman teachers speak? 
3) How did Roman children learn to read? 
4) How did Roman children learn to write? 
5) Why was the boy glad that he didn’t go to school in the Roman times? 
6) True or False? Roman children were in large classes at school. 

 

Looking at language 
 

7) Explain the meaning of these words and phrases as they are used in the text. 
Use a dictionary to help you. 

a) scroll  b) Latin  c) tablet  d) graffiti  e) scrawled  f) insults 
 

 
Exploring information writing 
 

8) Why do you think the author used the heading ‘Scary Schools’? 
 

Taking it further 
 

9) What are the differences between school now and school in the Roman times? Which one would you 
prefer? Explain why. 

 


