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                        Welcome to the first term in Year 5 
 
 
Over the course of the first half term, Year 5 will be learning about Ancient Greece 
through writing, history and art.  The children will be creating Ancient Greek style quest 
stories based on myths such as Perseus and the Gorgon.  Alongside this, the children 
will have the opportunity to design and make their own clay pot, decorating it with a 

scene from their quest story, as well as competing in a mini Greek Olympics on our Greek day!  
 

 
After the half term break, the children will begin by learning about planets, moons and stars and the 
effects of gravity and mass. Our art for this half term will be inspired by the earth and space theme: the 
children will be experimenting and using techniques to create a collage of the solar system.  
 

 

These are key learning objectives we will be covering in English and Mathematics 
 

In reading we will be learning to: 

 discuss our understanding of what we have read and explain the meanings of words in the 
context of the text 

In writing we will be learning to: 

 edit or enhance writing by proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation, to 
enhance effects and clarify meaning 
 

In maths we will be learning to: 

 solve number problems and practical problems involving numbers up to 100,000 
 

 

Helping Your Child at Home 
Reading 
If your child is reluctant to read a whole book in their own time, encourage them to read short stories, 
comics, graphic novels, newspapers (such as First News) and child-friendly internet blogs and 
websites.   All of these can make a difference to their vocabulary, understanding and comprehension 
skills. Encouraging your child to continue to read, or to read even more than usual, will really benefit 
them in all aspects of their learning. They are not too old to read aloud to an adult or sibling. 
Writing and Spelling 
Encourage your child to write at home where possible. If something inspires them, it could become a 
stimulus for writing. For example, if they love reading ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’, they could have a go at 
writing their own version. If the idea comes from the child, the motivation to write becomes much 
easier. Other ideas could include: a sport/match report, a film review, a book review, writing a song, a 
poem or a recipe for a meal they have made.   
Mathematics          
Please ensure that your child keeps practising times tables facts up to 12 x 12 (multiplication and 
division) to help make their calculations efficient and accurate. You could encourage them to practise 
their skills using internet games or apps such as ‘Hit the Button’. 
 

 

Dates of Special Events in Year 5 
 

Friday 16th October - Ancient Greece 
dress up day date. Come in dressed as an 
Ancient Greek (bed sheets make an 
excellent toga by the way). 
 
The Greek myth that your child will write 
will be sent home for you to enjoy 
together. 

Year 5 Message Board 
 

Our outdoor PE day is Monday and our indoor PE day is 
Wednesday.   
For indoor PE, children may wear shorts under their 
tracksuit bottoms. Please remember that long hair must be 
tied up (both boys and girls) and earrings removed or 
taped for all PE sessions. 
Please ensure that your child brings a water bottle into 
school each day.  Home learning will start next week. 
 

 

Many thanks for your continued support,  
Year 5 Team 

Is there a best way to rule? 

Do we respect the world we live in? 


