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                                  Welcome to the first term in Year 4 
 
 
 

During this first term, we will become reading experts as we learn about the author ‘Roald Dahl’. 
Each week, we will transport ourselves into the Wonderful World of Roald Dahl by experimenting 
and creating our own marvellous medicine recipe, before we navigate around Willy Wonka’s 
Chocolate Factory. We can’t wait to celebrate Roald Dahl’s stories by learning about all the 
characters in his books.  Our learning journey will continue through Science, where we will explore 

the properties of Wonka’s chocolate, the BFG’s whizz-popping gas, and George’s marvellous medicinal liquids!   
 

We are curious about the water in our world; 
where does it come from and where does it go? 
In Science and Geography, we will be exploring the water cycle. Using household items, we will be creating our 
own miniature water cycles, so the children will be able to see it taking place! We will then create our own booklet 
to show our understanding of the water cycle process. 
 
 
 

‘Switches and Soundwaves’ is our chance to become scientists, as we investigate electricity and sound. We will 
build our own electrical circuits, as well as finding out how sounds are made. In DT, we will be toy designers, 
designing and making a pneumatic toy – just in time for Christmas!  
 

These are key learning objectives we will be covering in English and Mathematics 
 

In reading we will be learning to: 

 retrieve and record information from fiction and non-fiction texts 

 infer main characters’ feelings from their actions and justify our inferences 
In writing we will be learning to: 

 use a range of subordinating conjunctions within sentences  
                                                         e.g. As the sun goes down, the foxes come out to play. 

 use the first 3 letters of a word to check spellings in a dictionary 
In maths we will be learning to: 

 recall multiplication and division facts for 6 and 9 times tables (while practicing 3, 4 and 8 times tables) 

 add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the informal written method (expanded column methods) 

 read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 hour clocks 
 

Helping Your Child at Home 
Reading 
You can help your child by listening to them read aloud at home. Expression plays a big part in understanding the 
text when your child is reading; you could ask them to read aloud using different voices for characters and paying 
attention to the punctuation. Encourage them to read a wide range of texts to improve their vocabulary and 
understanding.  Ask your child questions about the texts they have read, preferably where they need to have 
inferred (‘read between the lines’) in order to respond accurately. 
Writing and Spelling 
When your child is writing, ask them to read back what they have written. Encourage them to self-edit any 
changes with a purple ‘polishing’ pen or pencil e.g. When the rain fell, it made and a loud sound on the roof. 
Help your child to improve the quality of their writing, making it more interesting by using adjectives and adverbs. 
To help with tricky spellings, ask your child to attempt to spell a word first and then to check it with a dictionary. It 
will benefit your child if they regularly practise spelling the Year 3 and 4 Common Exception Words.  
Mathematics 
It is important for your child to practise their multiplication facts, up to 12 x 12. Use a wide variety of strategies to 
make this fun; there are many resources available online, such as Hit the Button. In Autumn 1, we are 
concentrating on practising x2, x5, x10, x3, x4 and x8. In Autumn 2, we will be practising x6, x7, x9 and x11.  
Help your child to develop their time skills, by encouraging them to tell the time on digital and analogue clocks. 
Help your child by regularly asking them to count from 0 in multiples of 25, 50, 100 and 1000.  When practising 
addition and subtraction, generate two numbers (up to 4 digits), and then ask your child to calculate the answer, 
showing you the method they have chosen. 

 

Dates of Special Events  
in Year 4 

 

Friday 16th October: Roald 
Dahl dress up day (outfits 
only, no extra artefacts) 
Home Learning - next week. 

Year 4 Message Board 
Our outdoor PE day is Tuesday and our indoor PE day is Thursday. 
Please ensure that your child is wearing appropriate footwear (plain, dark trainers) 
on their PE days, as well as a warm tracksuit over their shorts and t-shirt. 
Long hair must be tied up and earrings removed or taped for all PE sessions.  
 

Polite reminder – please ensure that water bottles are bought in (and taken) home.  
 

Many thanks for your support, Year 4 Team 

Do all of my choices make me who I am? 

How do you know that something is real? 

Do you create your best learning when you’re on your own, or with others? 


