
 

Year 1 NEWSLETTER 
Autumn Term 2020 

 

Welcome to the first term in Year 1 
‘Pets at home’ 
 
 

During the first half term, we will learn about animals and identifying the various body parts. Using our 
learning, we will create our own imaginary animals using interesting body parts from different animals. 
The Gruffalo and other Julia Donaldson books will inspire us as writers. We will finish the half term with 
some learning about harvest through our ‘Harvest Samba’ theme. 

 
‘I need a Hero!’ 

During the second half term, we will learn about people who help us! Our learning will focus on doctors, nurses, 
teachers, firefighters, the police and many more. Nearer Christmas, we will follow the adventures of the Jolly Postman 
to help to inspire our writing.  

 

These are key learning objectives we will be covering in English and Mathematics 
 

In reading we will be learning to: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding (including becoming familiar 
with fairy stories, traditional tales and our key theme stories) 

 apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
In writing we will be learning to: 

 compose a sentence orally before writing it 

 punctuate sentences, leaving spaces between words and finishing sentences with an end stop 
In mathematics we will be learning to: 

 form the digits 0 – 9 correctly 

 find 1 more and 1 less of numbers up to 20  e.g. 1 more than 6 is ?   1 less than 20 is?  

 represent and use number bonds to 10  e.g. 5 + 5 = 10, 8 + 2 = 10 
 

Helping Your Child at Home 
Reading     
Please try and share a book with your child as often as possible. The Oxford Owl website is fantastic for accessing 
colour banded books.  We will send out a separate letter containing information about home learning and which book 
band to try. Each week, your child will receive Fred sounds and Walter’s Words, which can be kept at home in a Fred 
and Walters’s word box that we will give you. It is important that you read these with your child so that their phonic 
knowledge is embedded at home as well as in school. This is a vital link between home and school so that you can see 
how your child is progressing against the age-related expectations of the Year 1 Curriculum.  

Writing and Spelling  
Please regularly practise writing and forming letters with your child at home.  Please help your child to spell words that 
they want to write by ‘Fred talking’ and listening for the sounds.  Please practise the Walter’s Words sent home to keep 
in their phonics box.  You could also practise spelling the words in these boxes once they can read them. This will help 
your child to apply their phonics in spelling as well as when reading.   

Mathematics       
As well as rehearsing the objectives above, your child would benefit from practising: 

 ordering the numbers 0 - 20 accurately 

 learning addition and subtraction facts like 2 + 2 = 4, 7 + 1 = 8.  You could play games using objects or pose 
mental challenges to help your child to learn these number facts off by heart 

 recognising 2D shapes and naming them, such as triangle, square, oblong (rectangle) and circle 
 

Dates of Special 
Events in Year 1 

 

Thursday 3rd December – 
‘My Hero’ dress up day 
 
 

Year 1 Message Board 
We will still be using the outdoor area regularly this year and therefore request named 
wellies to be kept in school on your child’s class welly rack (outside the classrooms).  

We have yoga on a Friday this half term and our outdoor PE day is a Tuesday.  Please 
can you send your child to school in their PE kit on a Tuesday, including a tracksuit 
during cooler weather.  On a Friday, we would ask that shorts are worn underneath 
skirts or dresses for yoga, but otherwise uniform is fine. 

We will provide you with more information about home learning imminently.  

Many thanks for your continued support, 
Year 1 Team 

Which animal will make the best pet? 

What makes a hero? 


